14        MINORITIES   IN   THE   ARAB   WORLD

one another: the Sunni Arabs are bound to the Shi'is by language,
to the Kurds by religion. In Lebanon there are a number of
sects, Christian and Moslem, none of which has an absolute
majority nor even a large enough relative majority to dominate
the rest. The population is about evenly divided between
Christians and Moslems; and Lebanon is the only one of the
six countries in which the Sunnis do not possess a majority.

3.  A distinction should be made between communities which
are wholly (or almost wholly) included in one or other of these
countries or in the six taken as a whole, and those which extend
far beyond their borders, and whose religious or national centre
in some cases lies in some other part of the world.   For example,
Shi'is are to be found also in Persia and India, Isma'ilis in India
and East Africa;  Kurds in Turkey, Persia and the U.S.S.R.;
Turcomans  in Turkey,  Persia and   throughout  the  Central
Asiatic regions of the U.S.S.R.;   Armenians in the Caucasus,
Persia and scattered throughout the world;   Caucasians in the
U.S.S.R.;   Baha'is in Persia and elsewhere;   Karaites in the
Crimea.

4.  A further distinction may be made between 'compact* and
'scattered' minorities.   The former are those whose members in
any particular country are mainly concentrated in a particular
district in which they form a local majority ; the latter are those
which are divided between a number of regions.   The most
important compact minorities are the Kurds in Iraq, the Brazes
and Alawis in Syria, and the Maronites in Lebanon.